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Waterman Inspires the Hawai‘i State Department of Education’s  
Inaugural Middle Level Student Leadership Summit 

Over 500 students from 46 schools statewide gathered to #LeadLikeDuke 
 

Honolulu, HI – Waterman, an award-winning documentary about Duke Kahanamoku, was 
released in theatres two years ago on April 1, 2022. Last Friday, over 500 public school 
students from 46 schools statewide gathered at the Hilton Hawaiian Village for the Hawai‘i State 
Department of Education’s Middle Level Student Leadership Summit. 
 
The day-long summit included guest speakers and breakout sessions focused on team building, 
networking, and leadership development. The event was inspired by the life and legacy of Duke 
Kahanamoku after 12,000 students in the 6th – 8th grades viewed the movie last year on August 
24th for Duke’s birthday.  
 
“I learned a lot about Duke, the influence he had, and the difference he made,” said Keith 
Hayashi, Hawai‘i State Department of Education Superintendent. “He was a humble and giving 
person, and I want each of you to think about that today.” 
 
Following opening remarks by Superintendent Hayashi, Billy Pratt from the Duke Kahanamoku 
Foundation and Waterman shared a few words before the students gathered in smaller groups 
for the Leading Spaces (breakout sessions) that were facilitated “by students, for students” to 
highlight student leadership in grades 6-8. 
 
“Duke was selfless, quiet, humble, yet he was an effective leader because he led by action,” 
said Billy Pratt. “This film was created to remind the world of Duke’s Creed of Aloha and that the 
ocean connects us. It does not divide us.” 
  
The Foundation for Global Sports Development (GSD), and its media division Sidewinder Films, 
created the film to explore the journey of Duke Paoa Kahanamoku and his influence as a 
legendary swimmer, trailblazer, and the undisputed father of modern-day surfing.  
 
As part of the film’s commitment to inspire and educate, a Waterman Discussion Guide was 
developed to go beyond the film and learn more about Duke, his life and legacy, and the values 
of aloha, ho‘okipa, and kuleana which Duke so wonderfully embodied.  
 
GSD worked with the Department of Education to make the film and its discussion guide 
available to the school system and its students free of charge. For those interested in hosting an 
educational screening, the discussion guide is a resource to use in classroom settings, lectures, 
and educational programs. 
 
“The Foundation for Global Sports Development, like so many others, has been inspired by 
Duke Kahanamoku’s Creed of Aloha, philosophy of inclusion, compassion, and responsibility,” 
said David Ulich Waterman producer. “There are real life Duke-like watermen living today, and 
we hope this film will inspire future generations.” 

https://watermanthemovie.com/
https://sites.google.com/k12.hi.us/mlsl2024summit/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eCy_KDRzn4KAXKH7ArPJACvWRI4c1D8y/view?usp=sharing
https://globalsportsdevelopment.org/
https://sidewinderfilms.org/
https://watermanthemovie.com/discussion-guide/


 
ABOUT THE FOUNDATION FOR GLOBAL SPORTS DEVELOPMENT 
Established in 1996, The Foundation for Global Sports Development delivers and supports 
initiatives that promote accessible, fair, and abuse-free sport for youth, through grants, awards, 
and educational projects. In 2015, the Foundation launched its non-profit media division, 
Sidewinder Films, to inspire and educate audiences through films that highlight remarkable, 
untold stories of sports and life. 
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